BAAL Corpus Linguistics SIG AGM 2013
Minutes

1. Overview of Annual Report
a. Membership of the CL SIG: 132 names; 15 different countries represented 
b. Only 12 membership requests in 2012-13
i. Need to boost membership: how can we use the conference to increase membership? Other means?
c. Committee: Tilly Harrison (Ordinary member) and Nick Smith (Communications) stepped down
d. Tilly Harrison highlighted that SIG committee members are now referred to as BAAL fellows which may be appealing to members who are thinking about becoming involved in committees
e. Finances currently stand at £1071.06
i. Reserves are currently low and there’s a need to increase funds
f. Events: the 2013 event on ‘Building and Mining Small Specialised Corpora’ was well-attended; the 2013 SIG tracks were over-subscribed which is encouraging and, for the most part, attracted reasonable numbers and fruitful discussions. 
2. Planning ahead

a. New committee members

i. Garry Plappert (Aston) volunteered to take on the role of Communications’ Officer 
ii. Nick Smith agreed to remain on the SIG committee as an Ordinary member

iii. Vander Viana (Stirling) volunteered to become an Ordinary member 

iv. Kat Gupta (Nottingham) also volunteered to become an Ordinary member 
b. Events
i. Action: Garry Plappert to look into organising the 2013-14 SIG event at Aston
ii. Other suggestions included ideas for workshops on using statistics in corpus-based research and opening up corpus linguistics to other disciplines
iii. Tilly Harrison suggested also including e-seminars in annual SIG events e.g. these could be held before the annual event, for example, and would mean that our members in other countries could also join in on the SIG events; 
iv. Action: Bróna Murphy to look into e-seminars. 
c. Online presence 

i. How interactive do we want to be?
ii. Would it be also useful to build up a profile/presence which extends beyond BAAL as well e.g. connecting outside of BAAL as opposed to just holding a BAAL yearly event?
Signed: Dr Bróna Murphy, Convenor, 2013

