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The aims of the talk are to introduce the Multidimensional Analysis Tagger (MAT), a program that replicates Biber’s (1988) analysis, and to demonstrate that regular expressions can also be employed for more sophisticated uses, such as creating a tagger. Although MAT uses the Stanford Tagger to generate an initial tagged version of the input, the main tagging system behind MAT is an application of regular expressions to find and then count Biber’s (1988) linguistic features. In addition to tagging texts, MAT also plots the input on to Biber’s (1988) Dimensions and assigns it a text type as proposed by Biber (1989). By exploring the code of MAT, the talk aims at revealing that the mechanics of non-probabilistic taggers based on recognising specific linguistic features are essentially founded on simple regular expressions and substitutions. Additionally, MAT will be demonstrated and evidence will be presented on its reliability and usefulness to analyse new data in the context of Biber’s (1988) research. 
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