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. 68 linguistic features:
Involved production ?

» Pronouns relative frequencies of personal

* Verbs pronouns, adverbs, adjectives,
sentence relatives, past participles,
etc.
@ Genre1
® Genre3
® Genre?2
* Nouns
+ Adjectives

* Prepositions

Informational production
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Fiction

Other genres

Dimension 3
Context-Independent

Academic prose

Sport broadcast

Context-Dependent
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Dimension 4 Dimension 5
Overt Expression of Persuasion Abstract
Professional letters Academic prose
Speeches
Other genres Conversation

Non-Abstract
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Dimension 6
On-Line Informational Elaboration

Speeches



Biber, D. (1989). A typology of English texts. Linguistics, 27(1), 3—-43.

Telephone conversations -
friends

Intimate
Interpersonal
Interaction

Informational
Interaction

high score on D1
low score on D3

low score on D5

Academic prose

Learned
Exposition

Scientific
Exposition

low score on D1
high score on D3

high score on D5

Fiction
Imaginative General
giha Narrative
Narrative .
Exposition

High/medium score on D2

Broadcasts

Situated
Reportage

low score
on D3

low score
on D4

Letters

Involved
Persuasion

high score
on D4




LOB

Dimension Dimension Dimension Dimension Dimension Dimension
1 2 3 4 5 6



Biber, D. (1988). Variation across Speech
and Writing. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press.




The enemy was defeated by our troops.

The DT enemy NN was VBD defeated VBN by IN
our PRP$ troops NNS

(is|larelam|was|were|being|been) \w+ \w+ VBN by

[BYPA] By passive clauses in Text 1: +1
tagging counting

A€ alu L7allCiewIcz (1700), DIDET (1Y30a), and Lrabe (1980).
17. agentless passives 18. by-passives**

(a) BE+(ADV)+(ADV)+ VBN + (by)**
(b) BE+ N/PRO + VBN + (by)** (question form)
(** no. 18 with the by-phrase)



if ($word[$j] =~ /\b($be)/i) {
if (($word[$j+1] =~ /_VBD|_VBN/ && $word[$j+2] =~ /\bby_/i) ||
($ [$j+1] =~ /_RB|_XX0/ && $word[$j+2] =~ /_VBD|_VBN/ && $word[$j+3] =~ /\bby_s/i) ||
($ [$j+1] =~ /_RB|_XX0/ && $word[$j+2] =~ /_RB|_XX0/ && $word[$j+3] =~ /_VBD|_VBN/ &&
sword [$j+4] =~ /\bby_/i) ||
[$j+1] =~ /_NN|_NNP|_PRP/ && $ [$j+2] =~ /_VBD|_VBN/ && $word[$j+3] =~ /\bby_/i)

[$j+1] =~ /_XX0/ && $word[$j+2] =~ /_NN|_NNP|_PRP/ && $word[$j+3] =~ /_VBD|_VBN/ &&
5j+4] =~ /\bby_/1i)) {
1[$j] =~ s/_(\w+)/_$1 [BYPA]/;




Corpus of Forensic 1. What are the most significant dimensions of

Malicious Texts variation and text types?
2. How do these texts compare to other

about 40,000 words registers of the English language?

about 130 texts

Your employee has been kidnapped and will be released for a ransome of

£175,000. With a little luck he should be still 0.K. and unharmed, to prove

this fact to you will in in the next day or so receive a recorded message from him. He will be
released on Friday 31 January 1992, provided:

On Wednesday 29 January a ransome of £175,000 is paid, and no extension

to this date will be granted.

The police are not informed in any way until he has been released.

On Wednesday 29th at 4pm (on line 0213582281) you will receive a short

recorded message from the hostage. To prove he is still alive and 0O.K. he will repeat the
first news item that was on the 10am, Radio 2 news. He will then give further instructions. A
second and more detailed message will be given at 5.05 pm the same day. Your watch must be
synchronized with the 5pm

pips on Radio 2. The location of the second call will be given at 4pm, so

transport with a radIo must be available.

The money must be carried in a holdall and made up as folows, precisely;

£75,000 in used £50. £75,000 in used £20. £25,000 in used £10 packed in

31 bundles, 250 notes in each.

Kevin Watts (if not the hostage) mst be the person to receive all messages and

carry the money to the appointed place.

However, please note that all messages will be pre-recorded, so no communication or
negotiations can be made.

YOU HAVE BEEN WARNED. HIS LIFE IS IN YOUR HANDS.



Dimension 1 - Involved vs Informational Production

Conversations Prepared speeches Personal letters Professional letters General fiction Academic prose 0Official documents AMT_100m
Genres
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Dimension 4 - Overt Expression of Persuasion - Closest genre: Personal letters
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Dimension1

Addressee
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Dimensiond

Presence of threat




Conclusions
:ﬁ

Biber’s Dimensions and text types are very
reliable and still useful

MAT can be used to exploit them

Regexes can be combined with other powerful
tools, such as taggers or parsers

MAT can be used to analyse register variation
when a factor analysis cannot be applied

Stop worrying
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